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Fee Waivers Based on Indigence - Supreme Court Order; Fee Waiver 
Application Form For All Courts 

April 7, 2017 (updated April 20, 2017) 

The Supreme Court by rule relaxation order dated April 5, 2017 (copy attached) 
has established a standard process and criteria for waivers of court filing and copy fees 
based on indigence. The Court's order relaxes Rules 1: 13-2 ("Proceedings by 
Indigents") and Rule 2:7 ("Appeals by Indigent Persons"), effective immediately, 
pending adoption of conforming rule amendments. 

As set forth in the order, court filing and/or copy fees may be waived "by reason 
of poverty" for litigants "(a) whose household income does not exceed 150% of the 
federal poverty level (with that level based on the number of members of the individual's 
household) and (b) who have no more than $2500 in liquid assets, subject to completion 
and submission of a uniform fee waiver request form promulgated by the Administrative 
Director of the Courts and with eligibility for waiver to be determined based on the 
applicant meeting the above income and assets standards and providing the court with 
the required proof of eligibility." The referenced uniform fee waiver request form is 
attached in the form of a fee waiver packet. [Note: The packet was updated April 20, 
2017.] · 

The order further provides that "[i]f the court determines that the complaint, 
application, motion, appeal, petition, or other filing is frivolous or malicious or constitutes 
an abuse of process, the court may deny such waiver of court filing and copy fees in 



Directive #03-17 
April 7, 201 7 
Page 2 

noncriminal matters, unless otherwise provided for by law." Further, "[t]he provisions of 
this order are separate from issues related to Public Defender eligibility and Form 5A 
applications as well as protocols for permitting defendants to pay financial penalties in 
installments in the municipal courts." 

Thus, litigants seeking a waiver of court fees or copy fees based on indigence 
must complete and submit the forms contained in the attached fee waiver packet. 

As set forth in the packet, Legal Services of New Jersey and its associated 
regional legal services programs, as well as public interest or legal services 
organizations, law school clinical or pro bono programs that have been certified by the 
Supreme Court pursuant to Rule 1 :21-11 for fee waiver status are exempt from filing 
fees and thus are not required to make a request for a fee waiver in individual cases. 

Questions or concerns regarding this Directive may be directed to Michelle M. 
Smith, Clerk of the Superior Court, at 609-984-4200 or michelle.smith@njcourts.gov. 
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